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Environmental Sustainability Policy
Rationale
  Here at Little Ladybirds Childminding, we understand the importance of maintaining a sustainable environment. Ultimately, the world we create now, is the world that our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren will inherit. Studies show that children who are taught about keeping a sustainable environment, continue with the motivation to conserve resources, reduce waste and promote a healthy and equitable society. 

In the UK, climate change is having a significant impact on our day-to-day lives, including hotter summers, wetter mild winters, flooding, rising sea levels and wildfires.
These events have ripple effects on our communities, effecting us and our children directly.
Procedure 
 Both Louisa and Hannah will take on the role of a ‘sustainability lead’ as it’s important that we’re all making a conscious effort to support the world we live in and will leave to future generations. We will ensure to promote a sustainable lifestyle in our setting through conversations, activities and acting upon the conversations throughout the setting consistently.

Our setting will continuously revise and update our sustainability and change things where possible. 
Already in our setting, there are many opportunities that the children are presented with ways to be eco-friendly, these include but are not limited to:
· Learning about where food comes from.
· Explore the natural environment freely.
· Use reusable lunchboxes and containers.
· Engage with and explore the local areas and community.
· Take part in gardening and watering plants.
· Play with wooden, natural and toys of the curiosity approach theme.
· Experience stories and activities based on sustainability.
· Recycle.
· Use natural light where possible instead of turning on lights.


As a setting, we will be aware of Eco-anxiety and support those that need it, if it were to occur.
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Environmental Sustainability Action Plan

Child Friendly Action Plan
Adult Only Actions
Decarbonisation
Reducing emissions and becoming less reliant on fossil fuels.
· Converse about energy saving routines such as turning off the lights when they aren’t needed.
· Replace any remaining lightbulbs with LED alternatives

Biodiversity
Helping nature to thrive.
· Grow wildflowers, herbs or vegetables.
· Set up an area for the children to embrace the wildlife.

Climate Education and Green Careers
Developing an understanding of environmental issues and think about future opportunities.
· Include related themes in small world, art and roleplay activities.
· Share eco-friendly posts on our social media and include notices, ideas and achievements from within the setting.

Adaptation and Resilience
Adapting the setting so it is safe, cool and prepared for extreme weathers.
· Use engaging activities to talk and learn about weather and seasons.
· Record indoor temperatures, risk assess and react to ‘extreme weathers’Written By:
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