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Funding Policy
Rationale
We are committed to making things as easy as possible and ensure all opportunities are available to the parents and children we work with. We will offer funding for all children when they are eligible.
Procedure
As I’m sure you’re aware, the government offers ’30 hours’ free childcare’ a week for 38 weeks per year, for 3- and 4-year-olds. (also 2 year olds should you qualify). These weeks are split into 3 terms, always differing in length and usually a few days short of a full school year. We stretch the funding, where possible on a per-term basis.
As our Summer term is longer than the 12 weeks school’s allow for funding, we stretch the hours over our 18 weeks instead. It means that those with fully funded children may receive a small amount on their invoices from April – August. We do this to keep as much continuity and affordability with the invoices as possible.

  The 30 hours are made up of 15 universal funded hours that all 3- and 4-year-olds are already entitled to claim the term after their 3rd birthday. In addition to this, parents are able to claim a further 15 extended funded hours providing they meet the terms and conditions of eligibility. These hours can be split between a maximum of two settings (i.e Little Ladybirds and a pre-school).
  Further information is available at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/.  Please note that some of this information suggests that the eligibility criteria apply to all 30 hours but, as mentioned above, the first 15 hours are available to all 3- and 4 –year-olds.
  Although most of the publicity refers to ’30 hours’ free childcare’, Cherwell Council will only fund the 30 hours at a rate somewhat less than our current hourly rate. To be able to claim the payments on your behalf, I also have to comply with certain conditions, one of which is that I am not allowed to ask for a ‘top-up’ to my normal hourly rate.

  Please note, the decision for me to offer funding is voluntary. Funding from the local council is for the education of your child, everything else is provided by us personally. To enable me to offer these hours, I will ask for a voluntary contribution, not a top-up fee. I do this with a public amazon wish list – this is accessible through our closed facebook group. This is a VOLUNTARY option to help with contributions to the setting. It is NOT a condition of having a space at the setting. It includes a range of trusted cleaning products, toys, equipment and craft items. We find this method inclusive and effective as if you decide to voluntarily contribute to the setting thorough our wish list, you can decide what is affordable for you while supporting us with those costs that are not covered by the Government funded rate. In turn, this makes it possible for us to run an efficient business while being able to offer you, the parent, a highly discounted rate on the bulk of required hours.
Our local authority grant 20 funded days for any holiday the children may have. Over the year, if your child exceeds the 20 day allowance, any holidays / days off, of which aren’t funded by the government, will be charged in full to the parent/carer.
 In addition to this, we have made the decision to offer funded hours weekly from Monday – Thursday. 
The terms based around bank holiday Mondays, as stated in the Parent Contracts stand. Any additional hours outside of those funded will still receive invoiced hours at our hourly rate. 

Our funded hours are as follows:
Monday – 08:00 – 16:30
Tuesday - 08:00 – 16:30
Wednesday - 08:00 – 16:30
Thursday - 08:00 – 16:30

The funding terms (For Us) are as Follows:
	Spring Term
Summer Term
Autumn Term
	January – April
April – September
September - December
	12 Weeks
18 Weeks
14 Weeks



As our Summer term is longer than the 12 weeks school’s allow for funding, we stretch the hours over our 18 weeks instead. It means that those with fully funded children may receive a small amount on their invoices from April – August. We do this to keep as much continuity and affordability with the invoices as possible. 
Children with 30 hours funding will receive approximately 20 hours per week over this time.
Children with 15 hours funding will receive approximately 10 hours per week over this time.
We will make an agreement with each parent on what hours will be funded and we will lay this out in an email for each individual. We kindly ask that those who attend and are funded for the majority of their hours stick to their drop off and collection times in order to keep our funding claims correct.Written By:
Louisa Marley and Hannah Marley
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