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Attendance Policy
Rationale
We aim to liaise closely with parents/carers to ensure that attendance is kept at an acceptable level. We request that parents/carers keep me informed as to any changes to agreed attendance as soon as possible, with reasons, so that we can keep a record of absences for future reference.
 We are required to keep full registration details for every child. The statutory framework for the early years foundation stage expects us as early years practitioners to promote good attendance within our setting. Its important for many reasons such as supporting their learning and development, safeguarding and equal opportunities.
  The Early Years Inspection Handbook states ‘Although attendance is not mandatory, providers should be able to notice patterns of absence that may indicate wider safeguarding concerns. Inspectors will explore how well providers work with parents to promote children’s good attendance, especially the attendance of children for whom the provider receives pupil premium’ (Page 41, Point 160).
  There are many positive benefits from regular attendance, this includes not only attending each booked session but also ensuring to be prompt with timings on drop off and collection. It helps create good habits for children by getting them to understand routine. This in turn develops their sense of security from regular routines, even though the activities may be different each day as well as their separation from parents quickly becomes easier and they will settle quickly with no stress or upset.
 In addition to this, children who regularly attend will know the routines within the setting e.g when to expect snack, lunch or group time. This will boost their self-esteem and confidence as they know what to expect and when they are correct this will give a large sense of achievement.
 In contrast to this, those that are regularly late will have to work harder in order to achieve the same as those around them and catch up on the daily activities. 
 Younger children build and sustain a range of social relationships when they regularly attend a childcare setting and the parents may gain a strong relationship with practitioners, which helps the child’s development and transitions in many ways. 
 Also, the time the child spends with us at Little Ladybirds also gives the parents the opportunity to get things done and after spending some time away, this makes time at home with the children more enjoyable.
  Louisa and Hannah work hard to plan every session in accordance with those attending each day in order to create activities in which individuals will enjoy and thrive with. Experiences gained in one session will often be developed further in the next session.
  It has been noted that achievement is often linked to lower attendance. For some older students their unsuccessful results are linked to steadily deteriorating trend in attendance, which is traceable right back to their early years setting.
Procedure
If a child is not dropped off within 30 minutes of the agreed time and we haven’t received any correspondence from parents/carers, we will call the parents/carers’ contact numbers 3 times with a 3 minute gap between each attempt. If there is no response, we will then try any alternative authorised contacts numbers given by the parents.
We will continue to try to contact parents/carers and other authorised adults until 90 minutes from the agreed session time. We will then contact the local children’s social care services and follow any advice given by them.
Session times are subject to agreed and signed contracts between the parents and childminder. If a child is dropped off or collected outside of these agreed times, a fee will be generated (as per the ‘Parent/childminder contract’.Written By:
Louisa Marley and Hannah Marley
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